In the European Braunvieh-populations since 1965 American Brown-Swiss bulls were used to increase genetic variation and milk production. While in the beginning of this period not all countries in Europe were involved, the situation now has changed : All countries are using combina We studied the heterosis effects in characteristics having fundamental influence on meat production as a result of crossbreeding Hungarian Simmental cattle with Herefords.
Evaluating a considerable number of data, Fi population was found to be superior not only to the average of the two purebreed populations, but also to that of the better parent population in major maternal characteristics. As a result of crossing, the following results were found as a consequence of heterosis effects : 7-8 p. 100 at the age of first calving, 6-9 p. 100 in the period between two calvings, 5-8 p. 100 at calving rate and 2-3 p. 100 in the rate of weaned calves.
Live weight, boned meat and meat production for I day of life and the percentage of meat, pectoral and abdominal tallow and tallow as a result of boning in the case of F l population gave better results than the average of Hungarian Simmental and Hereford, but fell short of Hungarian Simmental.
No heterosis effect was found in judgement scores of live animals and in killing out percentage.
